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FRIENDS OF THE
EAU CLAIRE LAKES AREA

August 2023
Loon Rescue on Upper Eau Claire Lake
Jim Bakken (Upper Eau Claire Lake)

“To look a dying loon in the eye and know his death is truly preventable.”
inda Grenzer, 8/5/2023, Loon Rescue Incorporated

Aloon rescus was the furthest thir from my mind. twas a Friday evering 3 P,
Augustd, 2023 and after & long, hot sumrmer day, my wiFa.and t had jus started
‘watching a movie atour home when my phone pinged. It wes a text from Craig
Wilers h ves athis hame on Upper Eu e Lake Hosenta phato of anadi
loon of charactar

the bird. The moving slowly
rear the shoreiine and even at times turning its head towards 1t tail and aying its
head onits back as f twas sleeping, Ciearly something was wrong, and this loon
readedhelp.

I hadheard of & nonprofit organization that spedialized fn loon rescue. | quickly
searched the web and found phone nurmbers for Kevin and Linda Grenzer at Loon
Rescue Incorporated, lacated in Tomahawk, Wisconsin, Ther Facebook page
stated they were open 24 hours, 5o | called them for advics and guidance. Linda
Grenzer answered the phone, and | desartbed what Cralg had related t me. Her
smentwas possible lead poisaning and she asked if we could capture

dayoreak, capture I f wawere able to, and meet the Grenzers ot a halfway point
betweenBarnes and Tomahawk.

715-966-5415
715-453-4916

11eft home and headed north, a 2-hour drive to our cabin on Upper Eau Clire
Lake. At daybreak, Craig and | i a cuick search from land o see iFwe couldfind
the sick loon. Not finding tfrom shora, we launched Craig’s boatand started to
search northward, the direction the loon was headed the previous evering, Not
idngtt watumed i hasouts bringoloatethe ek or At e
outh, Itwas the loon, Itwas
Saping Acw sppranchad, et head an arted 1 ol s vy

Reher fsud able
et the bird. Unexpectedly, the lemarzwc oo s put o s of a gt We

mdpvepaved dihaaii i e el s

At this point ita
proud of our success and didla quick high-five, Little didwe know that our feeling
of success would be replaced by sadnessater thatmorning,

Itwas Saturdsy, August § at6:SLAMwhen | called Linds to rform her thatwe had
captred the loon. Linda asked ffwe would meet them halfway, as they would be
diving from Tomahawk, "Yes certainly, " was our answer, "Justletus know what
roadyouwill be travaiing on.” ralg and | returned o shore, loaded the loon and
cantainerinto the truck, and h ay 70, whera we would meetthe
Granzers.Itwas met highway 70 at Drap

The Grenzers, loon to their i

They couldn's say F survve o

ot butthey would bansfer it to Raptor Education Group Incorporated (REGI) in
Antigo for reatment. W exchanged contactinformation and the Grenzers were
off o Tomahawk with the sicklon.

1 had just pulled into Gralgs Itwas Linda, She had
0 the severlty of g
transport. Hit by an emotonal roller-coaster, we contemplatedthe sad news and
rationalized thatwe hadmade s good sffort and nothing short of & miracle would
the lethal

lead poisoning,

e fomanesssmndinthangatodipon il onfes hafasicame dr
lead poisoning, He was extrermely weal, lethargic, anemic, very thi

percentage of loons die yearly due ta Ingesting a single lead sinker o Jig L2

toxicrty 153 very dow and painful death that will kil ahea\(M\oomn?waekszitu
ingstingleacl” “There are many altsrmatives to use such as steel, o, tungsten,
bismuth, and ceramic. These laad-free alternatives are safe and effectiva fo Lse.
while fishing "

Youmay be wondertng, “What can be done fo preventlead-polsaning in loons?”
‘The 2023 Spring Hearing of the Wisconsin Canservation Congress indudeda
The f

question: brecking.

impact eagles,
iy e rmzzmvem, Northern Wisconsin's Common Loon population

i mortalityicf R Wisconsi fpund ot cppyeimately 0% of the
dead

thisosa cfsmall
would el the

ecasystem. Jeod 3  tin,
iron, and aehers. The cost of replacing smaltlead Jigs and splt sinkerswould be.
s 2 i .
P on lead Lozorless.

2023 DNR WI Conservation Congress Hearings

Question 54. Do you support the WCC working with
the DNR, the Natural Resources Board and our state

i djigs
and sinkers weighing 10z or less?
ALL -
Yes-4,727 Vas M31
No-2,960

No Opinion 2,172 mm‘;

IFyoufish, do your part to protect loons by following the adhvice of the expers at
Loonateh - abandon the use of leadfishing tace, disposa of It properly, and
adopt safe altasmatives: I you don't fish, you can make = difference by speaking
it friends and family abiout safe alterratives t lead fishing tackle andby
bssomameyealnforcansuhoned hao suaione canfeploont by

Tegislat

oard, pport a statewide
welghing 1 oz or less to prevent these painful deaths.

Six states within the breeding rang of the Common Loon have restrictons on
g e N hamp&\we, Haw York, Maine, Massachusetss, Vermont
the

wse of lead !mmg ek,

One final reflection to dose what has bisen has been an emotional experfence for
me and for Crafg, on Sunday evening, AUBUSE, & rare summer gathering of 12
loons was observed on Upper Eau Clairs Lake. Could It have been amemortal
service? I'd ke to think so.

Jim Bakke
FPresident, Friends of the Eou Claire Lakes Area



